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Prince Max said that his cousin felt bitter shame for his country-
man who had been in command at Lille.
On November 7, 192X5 there was a debate in the House of Com-
mons on my retirement. Sir Reginald Hall moved the adjournment
of the House in order to discuss " the grave danger to the public
safety consequent on the fact that the position vacated by Sir Basil
Thomson is still vacant." Mr. Shortt, the Home Secretary, acting on
instructions from his chief, Mr. Lloyd George, misled the House by
stating that my retirement was due to disagreement between me and
General Horwood, the new Commissioner. The real facts were never
allowed to transpire, and no publication of them was permitted. It
is right that they should be known.
On the last Sunday in October, 1921, four young Irishmen tramped
out to Chequers, entered the grounds and chalked up in a summer-
house the words, " Up, Sinn Fein." All were arrested by the police
guarding Mr. Lloyd George and were brought down to Scotland Yard
to be interviewed by me. I saw each of them separately and satisfied
myself that their act, foolish as it was, was in the nature of a skylark,
and after warning them of the danger they had been running I
allowed them to go. But when their escapade was reported to Mr.
Lloyd George he took a very different view of the matter; indeed he
was severely shaken.
In the course of the day I was summoned to a room in the House
of Commons where I found General Horwood, the new Commissioner
of police, the Home Secretary, Mr. Shortt, and others. I saw at
once that the meeting was the result of pre-arrangement. Mr. Lloyd
George set forth the damning facts and showed considerable emotion.
He commented severely on the fact that the men had been set at
liberty, and General Horwood said that he was the officer responsible
for Mr. Lloyd George's safety and that I had allowed the men to go
without his authority. But it was evident that all this had been re-
hearsed beforehand, for shortly after the meeting had broken up I
was.summoned to the Home Secretary's room and was told that the
time had come for me to retire (though I had still five years to run),
but that a liberal pension would be provided for me. This was
followed by a visit from Sir Warren Fisher, permanent head of the
Treasury, who told me that, acting upon instructions from No. 10
Downing Street, he had worked out the most favourable rate of